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absurdity of that Lucretian doctrine, which asserts that
the gods are wrapped up in a lazy indolence, and do
not trouble themselves about human affairs. The words
of Lucretius are,
Omnis enim per se divum natura necesse est
Immortali aevo summa cum pace fruatur,
Semota a rebus nostris, disjunctaque longe,
It is now recommended to the editors of the Anti-
Lucretius to make use of this instance to the contrary
in the next publication of that work,
M. MACULARIUS.
Incumber'd space: Jupiter's speech is full of pomp and
solemnity, and is finally closed by a description of our
hero, who is here said to take up a place in the creation
to no purpose. What a different notion of the end of his
existence has Hillario, from what we find delivered by
the excellent Longinus38 in his treatise on the Sublime.
The passage is admirable, translated by the author39
of the Pleasures of Imagination. 'The godlike geniuses
of Greece were well-assured that nature had not in-
tended man for a low spirited or ignoble being; but
bringing us into life and the midst of this wide universe,
as before a multitude assembled at some heroic solem-
nity, that we might be spectators of all her magnifi-
cence, and candidates high in emulation for the prize
of glory: she has therefore implanted in our souls an
inextinguishable love of every thing great and exalted,
of every thing which appears divine beyond our com-
prehension. Hence by the very propensity of nature we
are led to admire, not little springs or shallow rivulets,
however clear and delicious, but the Nile, the Rhine,